wrack, '
tJan, 20-Feb.
calls, or_medt-.
singly ellective
tive fdea eoul:i
sant 4, ment.
I&-Hgnlﬂé!h 201
shical talks with -
~tance broaden
<ultural or edu-
ks you lo com-

LDREN will say
v feel frem the
o pul wo words.
and loyal, thése *
other people for
nat what they
nists, they took
h falth and con:

[y
h care
ned ts a.no-nn-
«d wilh a service
vlub.

[Dec. 22-Jam,

*hal has separat-
¥ loved oncs can

{Jam,: 20-Feb,
« fence 1 for the
+ decision-maker
svare. Refusc te
g Tor a friend o

1. 189-March 208
isive purchases,
2 lisl before golng
i aftermooh party

e enterlatn the "7

CILLDREN:
«  Sagiltarlans
Jder and wiscr
s, they feoin
aick-witted and
. van always be
umies of crisis.
i thelr metler,

« Qualiny

UK

IANCING
ONICS
B PM

ABLE
'E OVEN

110 chooss trom!

B Jackets stop ‘Dogs
¥ in fourth quarter

Lo,

omis Counly Central's Bobby Brooks tNo, 43} and Leon Stephens hug after winning {heit sccond straight Class AAA stale football
jonship, (Mike T fSEafd)
p

By DAVID ZANARDL
Tunes-Enferprise

“ As hta players, caked In mud
and sweat, slowly made thelr
way back to the lockemroom,
. Thomasville High School head
| (ootball coach Grorge Bobo
stared down at his hand. He
Fhad spread his forefinger and
thumb an Inch apart. That Inch
-was alt thal kept him and hla
[ playcra from colcbraling a AAA
state champlonship.
[ “We should have gotlen In
when we were on the one-inch
line,” Boba aafd, still locking at
Lhe space between hia Bngers,
“We ahould have won, but we
didn't.™ T .
Jusl momenta agoe, the
Bulldogs had made thelr way 1o
Thomas County Central's ong-
yard-dine as the clock dwindled

game wilh the scorc  14-10
Yellow Jackels. [t was second
Fdown and Bobo catled the num-
Fber of Bulldog fullhack Ric
fDavts.

F As 15,500 fany drew silent,
FDavia took the handofl from
[yuaricrback Kevin Thampsen
and plunged inla a sea of
Thomas Counly Central play-
ern. 15 pushed and streiched
[ragainal the weight of the Yellow
Eiackel defense. Then the offi-
;rlnls blew their whistles, The
play had caded wilh the hal)
pone-Inch from a go-aheact

NICS
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I
£ On third down, the Jackets
[were ready for another assaisit
by Davis and stacked the line.
This time Cravis didn'l get as
fclose. On fourth dowm, an
:optlan plich from Thompaon to
Ctallback Danny Jones was
*smothered at the five-yard-linc.

As a roar erupted from the

down 1o fust 235 Iell In the.

Victory was only an
inch away for THS

Yellow Jacket slde of the fleld, 1t
became clear an incty was golng
10 be the dilference an n clear
December night In Thomasville.
A Bulldoy saltey would lollow to
make the Nnsl margin 14-12
‘Thomas County Central. This
wasn't how It wae supposed to
end. Everything had been
bultding tawards a classic ato-
ryback ending for the Bulldoga,

Onthe game's opentng deive,
Fhomasville cappeda 55-yard
drive with & 37-yard fleks goal
by Thompson with 7:22 feft In
the quarter. First bleed to the
Bulldoga, and things were
aboul to get even belter for
Bobo's team,

The Yellow Jackels  went
down quictly on thelr optning
possession, punling en fourth
down. Themasvlie’s offense,
however, conilnucd Ils rampage
with Davia and Jones plowing
thelr way down 1o Thomas
County Central's six-yard-line,
But the Yellow Jdackela allowed
no further advgncemenl, and
the Bubdogs looked bke they
would have o aettle for another
fleMd goal.

Tul aa Thompson's leg made
conlacl with the ball, the Yelow
Jackels' Cedric Holton explod-
ed n [ront of Ihe ball, bBlocking
the attempt and changing Lthe
game dramalicatly.

Thomhs County Cenlral's
oneg:l alullered agatn after
Figidon's block, and looked to

. punt agaln en fourth down, Aa

thie ball solled Inlo fhe afr, an
aflicia threw a flag. A c¥ping
penally on Themasville gave Lhe
Yellow Jackets n firal down and
anuther chance.

- Thomas County Ceniral
quarlecback Rickey Stacey Lock

Flease see THS, page 2C

By RON EVANS
Times-Enterprise

Corey Clark knew It was his
game to win, or ...

Faeed with stepping Lhe
crasstown rival Thomasville
Bulldogs on a fourth-and-one al
1he 1, the seador comnerback and
hia Thomas County Central High
Yellow Jacketa Mnew the slale

ans AAA foctball championship
welghed In the balance, They
held, they win; they dont ...

They held.

Far the second lme In as
many scasons Lhe unheralded
and overachieving Yellow
Jnckets won (he stule Lhnmpd-
onship 14-12 Saturday night
before an cstimated 11500 at
Jotkets Stadlum, successfuly
defending Ihelr stale ezown In
dramalic fashion, much Jike last
RCASOR.

“1 thpught last year was han =
satd a Juldlant, composed
Jacket head coach £d MHicher,
“bul, ihis Is really hard. Winning
it the sceond time 15 definiiely
harder.”

lrony ruled in Lhis gamc
played 'on high enoton before a
partlsanepartdsan crowl,

it was fronic thal the game
really came dowp te one play o5
It did last seadtn, And It was
amazing the two principle char-
acters (n (his unfetding drama
were (eammates nol oo fong ago.

Corey Clark sald after the
Rulldogs catled Umeowt following
Josh Lewis” anid.T. Fuller's slap
of Nic Davis on a 1hird-and-lwo
Inches tat the most), 1he Pulldops
were coming.

“Conch told us to wateh for Lhe
aption. When they Hoed wp

Jriew they were coming my way
because Lhe Light end Imed tp na

* my skde. They aheays min to the
surong slde,” sald Clark,

Pitcher, too, knew whal e
play was, "We told them (during
ihe dmeeuly. ‘'make thenmt pilch.”
They had 10 go wide and we wanl-
cd themt to plieh,” he sald.

As the play unfolded, Clark
came hard upheld almost catels-
Ing quarterback Kevin
Thompson, but he aectlied
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Instead for the pitch man, seénior
runnsng beark Danny Jones,
throwsng him for a 4-yard lins.
Jonra wis the lenling rusier st
season for Lhe Jackeds (hreugh
six games before an Infury forced
an engd 10 his Jackel earcer. He
whhmalely “opted for the sival
scheol where e contribuied
greally, Including a game-high
108 yanls on 14 candes in the
championship gaitie,

The Jackets had made vet
anotlier  ounsiapding defensive
stand, proving once and for afl

Pipase sae JACKETS, page 3C

TCCHS joined hands to secure awin

By RACIER FREY
Times-Enlerprise

The 12-2 Thomas Ceunly
Cenlral High School fovtball
team atood separale and seared
along ihe sideline with 2:30
remalning in Lhe Class AAA stale
champlonship game.
‘Thomasville was dawn Ld-10and
had Ihe bail an the TCCHS five-
yard line with four plays lo go.

Offenalve ¥ne coach Bl
Wilkelm ran wp and dovwn yelling,
“think fumble, think Rimble”
For the frst three plays of the
drive he would koeel down on Lhe
Neld and send & Jing (hreygh hir
Nzigers to the Pelldogs’ alfense,
and then Jump up and down bry-
ing te get the crowd Inlo the
game,

Bul ¢n fourth down. he did
semething dilferent. Inslead of
having the players stand alone
and praying to (hemsclves, he
drew them together, “Everyone,
grab a hand.” Wilhelm yelled,
Handa acroas Lhe sidellne,
Thomaa County Cenlral style.
was pulling the players back into

* n leasn. With 2:03 Jeft in the game

the Yellow Jackels' delense held
at the onc-yard line, nnd kept
thelr four-potnt lead.

“We did that last year at the
Slevens County game ... we ol
everybody up there toda it I'ma
big believer In positive reinforce-
ment and # worked,” Wilhelm
sald.

Head toach Ed Pllcher sald If
there wnd a briler defenalve
stand In the school's history, he
mizsed U,

TCCHS wenl inla the half with
a 14-3 lead, bul the Bulidogs’
Kevin Thampaon scored g twa-
yard {ouchdown witk 10:45 lell
in the third gquarter, bringing
Thomasvile within four points.

“The conlineat sounds of coaches”

yeliing plays In came In a hall as

Thomas County Cenlraf leammaltes lalah Myrlek (No. 38) and Amos Peary (No. 85} jofn hands In the
final seconds of theit Class AAA state champisnshlp viclory over Thomasvitle 12:12 Salurday night.

(Mike Tanner/Stally

they aaw Thumpson e dght on
he keeper. “There he goca,” was
the lasi aentenre A roach sabd
before et dpreadl down e
sldeline.

Whheln iw the need Lo get
1he Leamy's spirils back Inlo the
pome and werst thraugh the sde-
Hines yelling. “think  positive,
think pealtive.”

Although the Yellow Jackel
offenae did not score agaln, they
stll had a four-poinl buller
whirh was seured by A two-vard

Jobnny Coakacy sun pad 2 16+
yard Rickey Slacey keeper.
aANer the defenaive sland, 1he
nexi fob on the coaches’ mind
was lo man the dock down.
Copches Umed 1he plays on thetr
walches: unfortunately for Lhe
Yellow Jnckels the sefecees did
nol use the same watch. TCCHS
was called for delay of game,
pushing them back lo thetr ve-
yard line on a sccond down.
flayers on the sideline ofly
sadd, “tick. ek, tek.”

Pui anigher peralty wan
ealled on TUCHS, pushing e
o the three-yard Nine, Coaches
thien wanted (o contrut whiee et
If the sakety would occur. They
dul sol wanl it lo happen &
soam, and alles: he Bulldoga the
apportunlly lo score, S, once
ngain the watches popped-up.
heping In put lime an their side.
Then on a fourth and 11 with 12
seeonds lell, the Yellow Jackets
tonk the safery, giving thenr n
kickofT tnstead of a punl.




